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CommView® Helps Connetic Secure the Customer's Network 
 
Case Study 
 
 
Illegal LAN Usage by Insiders 
 
As an outsourced IT firm that specializes in security, Connetic often takes on difficult and demanding security
jobs for its clients. In a recent case, a publicly-traded customer in a real estate related industry was forced to
more than 75% of its IT staff when it was discovered that the IT director and others were stealing bandwi
server assets to operate an illegal web-based business (actually illegal—not just against company policy). T
people who survived the dismissal were lower-level IT staff who had no knowledge of the scheme. 
 
Connetic was called in on three days' notice to secretly survey the network and prepare to take control of
would not even know in advance whether we would be able to retrieve administrative passwords for the W
based domain or for network layer devices," says Matthew Strebe, CIO at Connetic. 
 
At the point staff were notified, Connetic was on-site to take control of the network, shut down any portion
network that could allow remote access, survey the entire network, scan for vulnerabilities and secret back
remediate any high-risk vulnerabilities or vectors for attack, restore services that had to be taken off-line, and 
recommendations to improve security and control of IT in the future. 
 
The Takeover 
 
Securing a completely unknown network against the very individuals who set it up is the most difficult 
security task. The individuals involved would be highly motivated to remotely access the network because the
of their illegal business were on the customer's network. It was imperative that they not regain access to the 
and destroy evidence. Fortunately, Connetic staff managed to retrieve passwords secretly prior to the event 
surreptitiously installed hardware key logger. This obviated the need to take all Internet-related services o
crack administrative passwords or wipe and refresh network devices such as the firewall. Once in possession 
passwords, the team was ready to come on site and assert control of the network. 
 
During the exit interview process, Connetic was escorted to the server room and began the process of c
passwords on all devices to lock existing staff out. Because Connetic did not have complete documentation a
structure of the network, it was imperative that Connetic knew about all information flowing to and from the 
during the takeover process.  
 
CommView Provides Network Visibility  
 
To accomplish this, a monitoring point was established by using a hub to breakout the connection betw
primary switches and the LAN port on the primary firewall. All traffic to or from the Internet would flow throu
hub, but being behind the firewall would mean that false positives or the "background radiation" of hacking a
that normally occur on the Internet would be filtered out. 
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With the monitoring point established, a laptop running CommView was attached and began monitoring traffic. 
According to Matthew Strebe, "Because of CommView's ability to show TCP connections in real time, we were easily 
able to keep track of "normal" networking activity, and established filters to block traffic that we had cleared as 
legitimate. The ability to reconstruct TCP streams by right-clicking on a connection was priceless in this situation--it 
made understanding a connection much faster and allowed us to truly monitor the situation in real time without being 
bogged down in the details of chaining packets together at the network layer." 
 
At the end of the contract, Connetic was able to safely secure the network and guarantee to the client that no 
unauthorized access had taken place, so the chain of custody of their evidence was intact. That level of certainty 
couldn't be provided without CommView's ability to efficiently and effectively provide visibility into network traffic in 
real time. 
 
About CommView 
 
CommView is a powerful network monitor and analyzer for Ethernet networks.  Loaded with many user-friendly 
features, CommView combines performance and flexibility with an ease of use unmatched in the industry. 
 
About TamoSoft 
 
TamoSoft develops cutting-edge security and network monitoring software for the Internet and Local Area Networks, 
providing clients with the ability and confidence to meet the challenges of tomorrow's technology. Keeping pace with 
industry trends, TamoSoft offers professional tools that support the latest standards, protocols, software, and 
hardware in both wired and wireless networks. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Phone (USA): +1 866 582 6675 
Phone (UK): +44 (0) 2070 602 806 
Fax: +64 3 310 2413 

TamoSoft 
PO Box 1385 
Christchurch 8140 
New Zealand 
 

sales@tamos.com 
WWW.TAMOS.COM 


	Case Study


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


